About the School

Environs and History

In 1970, the state operated Stegen School for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing was opened as a residential and day school. It replaced two formerly separate institutes: The Waldshut School for the Deaf and the Waldkirch School for the Hard of Hearing. Located on a beautiful campus in Stegen near Freiburg this new Educational and Counseling Center for the Hearing Impaired is ideally situated at the foot of the Black Forest Mountains near the Swiss and French borders.

Educational Philosophy

The Stegen school is dedicated to meeting the educational and developmental needs of deaf and hard of hearing children and providing support for their families. As an oral school we are committed to making spoken language available for all students. Our goal is helping hearing impaired children to optimize their listening and speech skills using their residual hearing to its fullest potential. We firmly believe that students with spoken language skills experience a wider range of educational, social and career choices allowing them many more opportunities to participate in a predominantly hearing world.

Our Students

Currently,  about  350 deaf and hard of hearing students, including children with additional handicaps, are enrolled in our pre-school and academic programs (grades 1 through 13).

Approximately 380 children are provided with professional support services in the early intervention program, in satellite classes or in off-campus mainstream settings.

Educational Programs

Our special education school has a highly committed, qualified instructional staff composed of teachers and therapists with auditory-oral training and experience in teaching speech, language, and academics to deaf and hard of hearing children in early intervention, preschool, academic and mainstream programs.

Early Intervention Program

In our home-based parent-infant program experienced parent advisors provide guidance and support for families of hearing impaired infants and toddlers. Parents learn to understand the nature of their child's hearing loss and to foster the development of spoken language at home.

Regular center-based meetings of parent-infant groups assist families to form a supportive "parents-as-partners" network and give infants the opportunity to develop communicative skills by participating in small play-groups.

Preschool Program

The creative, play-based curriculum in our preschool program focuses on child-initiated, teacher-supported exploration and discovery. The preschool classes provide a language-intensive environment for the children to make maximum use of their residual hearing and to develop skills in play, socialization and communication that are foundational for language and learning.

Academic Program

Our academic curriculum parallels that of any regular public school program with modifications made to meet the communication needs of deaf and hard of hearing children.

We are dedicated to oral-auditory education. To help the students fully develop their spoken language skills our instructional methods focus on the training of the residual hearing of each child with the use of advanced amplification equipment such as hearing aids, cochlear implants and FM systems. 

Students are grouped according to speech and language development and advanced as quickly as they are capable. Accompanying signs will only be used in classes with insufficient speech communication skills.

Small-group instruction makes possible a highly individualized educational program for each child. Our low teacher-to-child ratio provides each student with daily opportunities for individual attention as we address children's unique learning styles, interests and needs.

An Individual Education Plan is worked out for each student to identify their present level of functioning, strengths, needs and objectives to be worked on.





Through the use of computers and other advanced technology students develop skills required to become competitive in today's society. Computers are available even to our youngest students and aspects of technology have been incorporated into the teaching at many points across the curriculum. Students use a wide range of learning-related software and become familiar with strategies for seeking information on the Internet.

Our supraregional Instructional Media Center provides parents and staff working with hearing- and speech-impaired children with valuable information on the application of technology and the use of developmentally appropriate software.

Vocational counseling and internship work experiences assist our students in choosing a rewarding and successful career.

In Elementary School (grades 1-4/5), children begin to explore the world around them as they build a strong foundation for lifelong communication skills.

Education focuses on

· the development of residual hearing

· auditory training

· lip reading skills

· articulation

· vocabulary acquisition and formal language instruction

· hands-on activities


Early foreign language instruction has recently been added to the curriculum and children begin to study English as early as 1st grade.

Between classes the children are given time for relaxation and play, which helps them to explore their own creativity and develop appropriate social strategies. 

Following elementary education, students are grouped according to their individual academic development.  They either enroll in our career track program (Hauptschule grades 5 – 9/10), which prepares students for a vocational occupation, or they attend academic track courses (Realschule grades 5 – 10). In each case students are required to take a state-set school leaving exam.

Academically gifted children may choose to continue their studies and enroll in a four-year college preparatory program (Gymnasium through grade 13). Apart from acquiring profound academic knowledge students learn to build their independence skills so that they can be successful in higher education and a professional setting. At the end of grade 13 Gymnasium students have to sit a state-wide exam which is required for college admission. 

Since 2003, students have also been able to attend the Gymnasium track from grade 7.

Mainstream Program

Comprehensive mainstream support services are provided to enhance the success of students with hearing loss enrolled in regular educational settings.

Services offered by our mainstream consultants include

· staff in-service

· peer in-service

· classroom observation and teacher consultation

· individualized tutoring

· parent counseling

Extracurricular Activities

The educational process does not stop at the end of the school day. In addition to the classroom setting, students are encouraged to participate in a well-rounded after school enrichment program designed to promote an environment of non-competitive interaction.

Teachers, dorm supervisors and occupational therapists provide a wide array of extracurricular activities which encourage the students' growth in self-esteem, independence, communication, creativity and problem-solving.

Among others the following activities are offered

· varsity sports

· arts and crafts

· drama club

· French courses

· student body government

· environmental projects

· animal care

· bicycle maintenance

· students' teen center


Residential Life

As 50 % of the students live too far away to commute daily, our school offers on-campus living. Working in close partnership with both parents and teachers, a qualified and experienced  staff of dorm supervisors strive to provide residential students with a homelike atmosphere and a variety of family type activities.

The dormitory program is designed to provide opportunity for continued speech and language development. It includes both study time and a wide variety of recreational activities to promote and increase the students' interaction, social and independent living skills.

After-school Day Care, including homework assistance and various remedial activities, is available to students who are not dormitory residents.

Clinical Services

Our school's assessment team of experienced audiologists and psychologists provides comprehensive diagnostic and consultation services to help parents make appropriate decisions about the educational future of their hearing impaired child. 

Testing comprises 

· complete audiological evaluation to assess the degree and nature of the hearing loss

· speech and language assessment

· psychological testing

· evaluation of cognitive functioning and overall academic achievement

Students enrolled in our school regularly see our audiologists for individual assessment and have their hearing aids fitted, monitored and repaired by experienced acousticians.


We work closely with the nearby Cochlear Implant Center at the Freiburg University Clinic to provide children wearing CIs with the services needed to achieve maximum benefit from their hearing device. 


In addition, students have the opportunity to call on the services of

· an otorhinolaryngologist (ear, nose and throat specialist)

· speech and language pathologists

· psychologists 

· pedriatric nurses 

· a general practitioner

· a dentist

· an othodontist

· pysiotherapists

· ergotherapists

Cooperative Activities

We closely cooperate with local public schools, community clubs and other organizations to provide our students with social interaction opportunities with hearing peers.

Cooperative activities are available within both our educational and after school programs and include among others

· P.E., geography and art classes

· computer technology courses

· a wide range of sports such as kayak and wildwater canoeing, judo, swimming, tennis, badminton, basketball, soccer and skiing

While interacting with hearing peers our students are encouraged to acquire social and communicative skills to help them succeed in a hearing society.

Contact Information

For further information please contact

Bildungs- und Beratungszentrum für Hörgeschädigte


Erwin-Kern-Straße 1 - 3

79252 Stegen

Tel.: +7661/3990

Fax.: +7661/399200


Internet: www.bbzstegen.de
E-Mail: kontakt@bbzstegen.de 
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